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 Purpose  
This document covers the concept of “Drillthrough Filters” in Power BI Desktop. This is high level 
document created and assumes that resource has basic knowledge of Power BI Concepts. 

 
What are Drillthrough Filters? 
 
These are the filters in Power BI which apply to a single entity in a report, with which we can 
create destination page in the report that focuses on a that specific entity - such as a product, 
customer, or country. Users can drillthrough to the focused page by doing right click on a data 
point for that entity from other report pages to get filtered details for that context. 
 

 
 
We drag the field which we want to drillthrough in below highlighted area called Drillthrough 
bucket. 



 
 
 

How to create and use Drillthrough Filters? 
 
1.Create any sample report in Power BI Desktop.  
 
2.Add an originating page (for which we want to opt drillthrough) named “Product Location” 
having the desired visuals which with the entity on which we will provide drillthrough. 
 



 
 
 
3. Now create another page “Customer Details” which will be a drillthrough destination page. 
 

4. After this, drag the field into the Drillthrough filters bucket in the Fields section of 
Visualizations pane for which we want to drillthrough. For instance, we are adding “Region” as 
shown in below image. 
 
 

 
 
5. A back button visual will be created automatically by Power BI desktop when the field is 

added in the Drillthrough filters bucket. This will become a button in published reports and 
helps users in Power BI Service to go back to the originating report page “Product location”  
from which they selected to drill through. 
 



 
 
We can also replace image of this visual with our desirable image by following the below steps: 
 

• Go to Home tab and click on Image icon. 

 

 
 

• Insert the desired image on drillthrough page by selecting it from the placed location. 
 

 

           
 
 

• Select the new image and set the Link slider to ON and set the Type to Back under the 
Format Image section so that the image start functioning as a back button. 



    
 

     
 
6. After the completion of drillthrough page “Customer Details” we will right click on data point in 
the originating (Source) page “Product Location” which uses the field “Region” which we put in the 
Drillthrough filters bucket, the following highlighted dropdown box appears which will take us to the  
Drillthrough (Destination) page. 
 
 

    Originating (Source) Page 
 

 



Drillthrough (Destination) page 
 

 
 
 
Please note when we choose to drillthrough, the destination page is filtered and show the 
information about the selected data point. As seen in above image, we right clicked on data point on 
source page having region “East” and it shows the data on destination page for that only region. 


